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Against these probable shortcomings must be set certain
possible social benefits that are inherent in contemporary
British planning. These are as yet intangible and invisible;
they are to be found mainly in the philosophy of a new and
more democratic school of planners; but by these plans for
planning the planners have given us new goals towards which
we may work and new standards by which to judge our
achievements and our programmes. These plans hold out for
people of limited means the hope of a fuller opportunity to
live as civilized beings, bringing up families in neighbourhoods
that will be safe from traffic risks and will be adequately pro-
vided with schools, play space, meeting places, health centres,
homes, and other necessities, conveniences, and amenities.
They are thus thought out very largely in terms of the
collectively provided capital equipment that is needed for
establishing arid operating a modern collection of specialized
social services. They are shot through with a conception of
the neighbourhood and community as efficient, economical,
and functioning service-areas for welfare purposes. They are
equally applicable to the redevelopment of old agglomerations
and conurbations, and to the development of new satellite
towns. Yet they think of man as producer as well as consumer,
in that they fully recognize that the bulk of families are
dependent upon paid employment, and that they envisage
workplaces within easy reach of home, thus freeing wage
earners from the need to waste time, money, and health on
unproductive and uncreative straphanging. In the green
wedges that they promise to leave between the communities
of a metropolis, they foresee fuller opportunities for recreation;
and in the green belts of open farmland they hope to keep
green vegetables within cheap and easy reach of the towns-
man's table.
To the extent to which it succeeds in doing any of these
things, the new town-planning will help the constructive and
preventive social services to do their constructive and preven-
tive work, while making remedial and palliative social work
either less necessary or less ineffectual. It is in any case

